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Origin of Hugo, classic Cape Verde hurricane, �rst 
detected on satellite imagery Sept. 9, 1989 when a 
cluster of thunderstorms moved o� the coast of 
Africa. O�cial track begins on the 10th when a 
tropical depression forms to the southeast of the 
Cape Verde Islands. Becomes a tropical storm on 
9/11 and a hurricane on 9/13. Eye over Guadalupe 
on the 17th, St. Croix  and then Peurto Rico on the 
18th. Now moving northwest at 12 kts. By the 21st 
Hugo was centered a few hundred miles east of 
Florida and began a gradual turn and accceleration 
toward the north. Made landfall on Sept. 22 at 
Sullivan’s Island and was moving to the Northwest 
at 23 kts.

Rain fall: 8.10 inches Mt. Pleasant

Deaths:
St. Kitts and Nevis 1
Montserrat 10
Guadaloupe 11
Antiqua and Barbuda 1
U.S. Virgin Islands 3
Puerto Rico 2
New York 1
South Carolina 13
N.C. 1
Virginia 6

Temporay Damage estimate:
US mainland 7 billion
PR and USVI: 2 B
Other Caribbean: .5B

Flood surge at St. Croix and PR: 3-4’ above normal 
tide levels. At Charleston harbor: 8’ above normal 
tide. 

Wind speed: As Hugo moved away from PR and 
headed for U.S. mainland, its central pressure rose 
and its winds decreased to 90 kts. During the �nal 
30 hours before landfall, Hugo began to reintensify. 
Just before landfallwindspeed was at 120 kts.

Still a hurricane when it passed just west of Shaw 
AFB 58kts

In Charlotte, 60 kts

30-40 kts when it moved north to canada
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Sept. 21
Charleston
Wind: 138 mph
Deaths in S.C.: 13

Sept. 22, 1989
Wind: 63 mph
Downgraded to a 
Tropical Storm 

Sept. 13, 1989
Wind: 75 mph
Hugo becomes a 
Hurricane

Sept. 18
Puerto Rico
Wind: 127 mph
Deaths: 2

Sept. 17
Leeward Is.
Wind: 138 mph
Deaths: 22

September 1989

Sept. 20
Wind: 104 mph Sept. 18

St. Croix, U.S.V.I.
Wind: 138 mph
Deaths: 3


